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general Martindell, after the failures of December,
was so firmly persuaded of the inadequacy of his
force to do any thing against the position of
Jythuk, that he lay long inactive at Nairn. In
the interim, several reinforcements reached him;
and the instructions of his Commander-in-chief
continually urged the recommencement of active
operations* Towards the beginning of February,
Major Kelly was detached from Nahn, with a light
battalion, to occupy a post on the same ridge that
Major Ludlow had moved upon in December. He
established himself without opposition at Nounee;
and on the 12th of the month, being stxpported by
Major Ludlow and his battalion, he advanced to a
point called the Black Hill. This post being within
the range of heavy artillery, it was resolved by the
Major-general to carry up 18-pounders, and batter
the first of the enemy's stockades. The side of
the hill was therefore prepared for the purpose, and,
by great exertions, guns and stores were dragged
up the precipitous part of the ascent. The ope-
ration excited the astonishment of the enemy, who
came out every where to see the wonder, but
made no attempt to prevent it. In the mean
time, Runjoor Singh's communications were left
quite open; and besides the reinforcement carried
to him by Bulbhudur Singh, others were continu*
ally joining. On the 17th of February, intelligence
readied camp of a party being on its way to